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Special instruction is one of the services most frequently provided to families participating in Part C early intervention. Yet, apart from the IFSP document and the list of early intervention services identified in the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), one rarely ever encounters the term “special instruction.”   While it may be regarded as “special education” for infants and toddlers, special education is defined differently in IDEA and may be provided in settings that would be inappropriate for early intervention (SEC. 602 (29)(A-B)). There are no college degrees, professional licenses, or state certificates in special instruction. There are no professional organizations of Special Instructors, nor any professional journals devoted specifically to special instruction practices and concerns.  In many states, providers of special instruction have job titles other than “Special Instructor;” and often, the special instruction provider is the same individual who acts as the family’s service coordinator. Therefore, some clarification regarding this particular service may be useful for families and for service providers from the array of disciplines involved in the early intervention enterprise.  The purpose of this brief is to share some information about special instruction and the professionals who deliver this service in South Carolina. 
What is special instruction? 
The IDEA regulations state that special instruction includes
i. The design of learning environments and activities that promote the child’s acquisition of skills in a variety of developmental areas, including cognitive processes and social interaction;

ii. Curriculum planning, including the planned interaction of personnel, materials, and time and space, that leads to achieving the outcomes in the child’s individualized family service plan;

iii. Providing families with information, skills, and support related to enhancing the skill development of the child; and  
iv. Working with the child to enhance the child’s development ((CFR 303.12 (13)(i-iv)).
Based on this legal description, it can be understood that providers of special instruction must have knowledge of early childhood development and strategies for promoting typical development and function, including the use of assistive technology.  Providers of special instruction must be able to plan the effective use of all that is available within the child’s natural environment – including interventions planned by other IFSP team members - in designing interactions that will lead to achievement of specific IFSP goals, and must be able to assist families to enhance their child’s development.  Furthermore, special instruction is the service uniquely identified in federal law as being specifically relevant for both cognitive and social domains of development.  
In South Carolina, special instruction providers are additionally responsible for 

· administration of curriculum-based developmental assessments (CBAs), for design of special instruction interventions, 
· ensuring that special instruction activities address identified areas of need of both the family and the child, and  

· coordination of all activities related to IFSP goals. (BNPPM, Appendix 7, CSPD: Staffing, p. 8) 
In addition to these responsibilities, many Special Instructors also provide service coordination – which is a separate Part C service and a distinct role within the system.
Who provides special instruction services?

IDEA regulations require states to establish “suitable standards” for all early intervention personnel.  South Carolina has established personnel qualifications for Special Instructors that include both academic credentials and a minimum of one year of experience working with young children.  Special Instructors in South Carolina are required to have at least a Bachelor’s Degree.  The term “Special Instructor” does not designate a professional discipline, but a role within South Carolina’s early intervention system that may be filled by personnel from a range of disciplines to carry out the responsibilities associated with the provision of special instruction.  Special instructors may hold degrees in any of the following areas: Child and Human Development, Education (elementary, early childhood, special education, or early childhood special education), Family and Consumer Sciences, Licensed Practitioner of the Healing Arts (LPHA), Psychology, Public Health, Social Work, or Sociology (BNPPM, Appendix 7, Staffing (CSPD), Table 1).
In South Carolina, Special Instructors are employees of one of several public or private agencies. Many providers of Part C special instruction are employed by the state Department of Disabilities and Special Needs (DDSN) or by one of the private agencies that contracts with DDSN to provide Part C early intervention services.  In either case, special instruction providers are the same individuals who also provide Part C early intervention service coordination to the families they serve.  However, when a child’s hearing and/or vision are primary concerns, the South Carolina School for the Deaf and Blind (SCSDB) usually provides Part C special instruction services.  The SCSDB Special Instructors are not also Part C service coordinators.
Conclusion:  
Although Special Instructors in South Carolina may include professionals from various disciplines, it should be noted that they are not therapists; and special instruction is not a therapy. Furthermore, special instruction is not service coordination, although both services may be provided by the same individual.  Special instruction is the early intervention service that is primarily oriented toward both parent education and child development and learning in all areas.  It incorporates specialized approaches to address individual needs of learners.  In South Carolina, special instruction must be provided as described by IDEA and the requirements of the South Carolina early intervention system.  If special instruction is a service listed on the IFSP, parents should understand and expect that the Special Instructor will work with them to discover what they can do everyday to help their child to achieve IFSP goals and Part C outcomes that involve learning new skills, managing their behavior, and relating to other people.  Parents should also understand that, unless special instruction is being provided by SCSDB, the Special Instructor will be the same person who also coordinates all their Part C early intervention services.
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