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Bernheimer, L. P., & Keogh, B. K. (1995).  Weaving interventions into the fabric of everyday life:  An approach to family assessment.  Topics in Early Childhood Special Education. 15(4), 415-433.

In response to legislative mandates, the focus in early childhood special education has shifted from the child to the child in the context of the family.  This shift has major implications for assessment and for intervention.  An ecocultural approach for assessing families of young children with developmental problems is described, focusing on the importance of incorporating information about families’ daily routines and accommodations to their children.  Case material from the REACH and CHILD projects is used for illustration and clarification. Implications of the ecocultural approach for assessment and intervention are discussed.  [Family-centered practices; Service delivery practices/intervention strategies]

Campbell, S. (1997) Therapy programs for children that last a lifetime. Physical and Occupational Therapy in Pediatrics. 7(1) 1-15.

Adults with myelodysplasia or cerebral palsy have recently had the opportunity to share their experiences in coping with secondary disabling conditions that decrease quality of life.  The research literature documents their concerns regarding musculoskeletal impairments, low self-esteem, and poor educational and vocational attainment.  Effective programs to prevent these problems are needed.  Observations are provided regarding practices in therapeutic intervention programs that may contribute to development of the problems adults with disabilities describe.  Recommendations for improving clinical practice to prevent secondary disabilities include emphasis on educating clients to take personal responsibility for health, physical fitness, and motor learning. [Service delivery practices/intervention strategies; Outcomes/benefits/effectiveness]

Darrah, J., Law, M., & Pollock, N. (2001). Family-centered functional therapy – A choice for children with motor dysfunction. Infants and Young Children, 13(4), 79-87.

The neuromaturational theoretical framework has dominated therapeutic interventions used with children with motor dysfunction for the past 40 years.  Therapists are now considering other theories to guide their management strategies.  Factors that have influenced this philosophical attitude change include models of disablement, the opinions of people with disabilities, a paucity of research to support current intervention techniques, the principles of family-centered care, and the application of dynamic systems theory to motor development.  Family-centered functional therapy, a new model of practice based on tenets derived from family-centered philosophy and dynamic systems theory, has been introduced.  This model stipulates that parents must be included in the identification of functional goals for their children and suggests that attributes that help or hinder successful achievement of a goal must be identified from the task and the environment as well as within the child.  The results of pilot work with 12 children with cerebral palsy and their families to evaluate the feasibility of the therapy are presented. Areas for further evaluation and development are identified. [Family-centered practices; Service delivery practices/intervention strategies]

Dunst, C. J. (2000). Revisiting “Rethinking early intervention.” Topics in Early Childhood Special Education, 20 (2), 95-104.  http://www.findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_m0HDG/is_2_20/ai_68206914
A social support and social systems approach to early intervention proposed some 15 years ago is revisited in light of changes and advances during the intervening years.  Major components of the model are reviewed, reflections and revisions are presented, and the future use of the model is discussed.  The contention that early intervention should include a rich array of child, parent and family supports (experiences, opportunities, etc.) remains a central tenet of the model.  The paper concludes with an overview of a “third generation” model integrating new evidence for studying and practicing family systems intervention. [Family-centered practices; Service delivery practices/intervention strategies]

Hanft, B., & Pilkington, K. (2000). Therapy in natural environments: The means or end goal for early intervention? Infants and Young Children, 12(4), 1-13.

Collaboration between therapists and caregivers within natural environments such as homes, child care settings and neighborhood recreation centers is the key to providing quality, family-centered care.  How therapy is provided in these natural environments is just as important as where it is provided.  Discussion is focused on rehabilitation specialists with roots in the medical model (i.e., physical and occupational therapists and speech-language pathologists) to acknowledge the benefits for children and families when therapists work in natural environments.  The authors explore how working in natural environments reinforces family-centered care; discuss the benefits for all parties when therapy is provided within daily routines and settings; describe a decision-making process for embedding natural environments within intervention; and conclude by identifying challenges and guidelines to providing therapy in natural environments.  [Community-based services/home visiting; Family-centered practices; Service delivery practices/intervention strategies; Outcomes/benefits/effectiveness; Teaming/collaboration/consultation]

Jung, L. A. (2003).  More is better:  Maximizing natural learning opportunities.  Young Exceptional Children, 6(3), 21-26.

This article contrasts the direct services model of early intervention with the consultative model.  Guidelines are offered to help early interventionists find a balance between enough support and too much support.  Juan suggests asking two questions to help determine this balance; (1) How often will the child’s intervention likely need to be changed?, and (2) How often does the family need support to be comfortable in using the intervention strategies? [Service delivery practices/intervention strategies; Teaming/collaboration/consultation; Family-centered practices]

McCollum, J. A., & Yates, T. J. (1994) Dyad as focus, triad as means: A family-centered approach to supporting parent-child interactions. Infants and Young Children 6(4), 54-63

One factor that has been shown to differentiate more successful intervention efforts from less successful ones is the extent to which interventions are aimed at supporting and enhancing the roles of families as competent and confident caregivers of their young children.  This article presents a triadic interaction model that builds on and expands the strengths of the parent-infant dyad by providing continual and interpersonal support for their interactions.  The model gives explicit attention to the interactions among the three members of the intervention triad: child, parent and interventionist. [Family-centered practices; Service delivery practices/intervention strategies; Outcomes/benefits/effectiveness]

Mullis, L. (2002).  Natural environments:  A letter from a mother to friends, families, and professionals.  Young Exceptional Children, 5(3) 21-24.

In this article, a mother describes the positive transformation in her family’s lives as they move from clinic based therapies to services in natural environments during the first three years of her son’s life. [Outcomes/benefits/effectiveness]

O'Neil M.E., Palisano R.J., Westcott S.L. (2001).  Relationship of therapists' attitudes, children's motor ability, and

parenting stress to mothers' perceptions of therapists' behaviors during early intervention.  Physical Therapy,

Aug;81(8):1412-24.
This study investigated the relationship of therapists' attitudes, children's motor ability, and parenting stress to mothers' perceptions of physical therapists' family-centered behaviors during early intervention. Scores for mothers on the MPOC-56 and for therapists on the MPOC-SP indicated strong positive perceptions and attitudes toward family-centered behaviors. Hierarchical multiple regression analyses indicated that parenting stress explained a considerable amount of the variance in mothers' perceptions of family-centered behaviors, whereas therapists' attitudes explained a considerable amount of the variance in mothers' perceptions of respectful and supportive care. Children's motor ability was inversely related to parenting stress. Findings suggest that mothers perceive that physical therapists are using family-centered behaviors in early intervention. Findings from the questionnaires suggest that some early intervention policies may be barriers for therapists and prevent them from actualizing attitudes toward family-centered behaviors.
Palisano, R.J., Snider, L.M. & Orland, M.N. (2004) Recent advances in physical and occupational therapy for children with cerebral palsy.  Seminars in Pediatric Neurology. Vol. 11(1), 66-77. http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B75KP-4C2NCMF-B&_user=36942&_handle=B-WA-A-W-AW-MsSAYVW-UUA-AAAAUCUDUC-AAUYZBACUC-EWACYCEWB-AWU&_fmt=full&_coverDate=03%2F31%2F2004&_rdoc=10&_orig=browse&_srch=%23toc%2313184%232004%23999889998%23491488!&_cdi=13184&view=c&_acct=C000004198&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=36942&md5=fbfef28bbd74e2965a7b981c73a85b0b
Recent research and conceptual frameworks that emphasize family centered care and participation in family, school, and community life have contributed to advances in provision of health care by physical therapists and occupational therapists to children with cerebral palsy (CP) and their families. This article provides a contemporary perspective on physical and occupational therapy for children with CP. Topics include conceptual frameworks, early identification, prognosis for gross motor function, implications of impairment in motor control and muscle performance, and physical fitness and secondary prevention. Case scenarios and examples illustrate how current knowledge and research is applied to decision making within the context of the individual child and family.

Polmanteer, K. & Turbiville, V. (2000).  Family-responsive individualized family service plans for speech-language pathologists.  Language, Speech and Hearing Services in Schools, Vol. 31, 4-14.

http://www.asha.org/NR/rdonlyres/F024A574-269F-4EF1-BB2A-03A3E3D45820/0/2478_1.pdf
This article describes recommended practices developed by the Division for Early Childhood of the Council for Exceptional Children for the development of the IFSP that reflects family-centered practices.  The article also provides a summary of recent research examining their use in Kansas as an example of how they can be used as a component of program review.  The authors also provide suggestions of how speech-language pathologists can apply recommended practices in developing family-centered IFSPs for young children with speech and/or language disabilities.  [IFSP, recommended practice, outcomes, collaboration, family-centered practice]


Rapport, Mary Jane K., McWilliam, R. A., Smith, Barbara J. (2004).  Practices across disciplines in early intervention: the research base.  Infants and Young Children. Frederick: Jan-Mar 2004. Vol. 17, Issue 1; p. 32. 

The compilation of DEC Recommended Practices in Early Intervention/Early Childhood Special Education (2000) contains 240 recommended practices across 7 strands.  One of 7 strands addresses recommended practices in interdisciplinary models.  The 19 practices in this strand emphasize teamwork, loose boundaries between disciplines, functional intervention and support to caregivers.  The article briefly describes the process used to identify these 19 recommended practices and focuses on the literature base of 30 articles that supports the interdisciplinary strand.  

Roper, N., & Dunst, C. J. (2003). Communication intervention in natural learning environments: Guidelines for practice.  Infants and Young Children, 16(3), 215-226. 

A 3-dimensional framework for defining different aspects of natural learning environments is used to organize and describe natural communication intervention practices. Seven applicable communication intervention methods and strategies easily implemented in natural environments by speech therapists are described. Procedures for reflecting on practices and ascertaining the extent to which communication strategies are embedded in natural environment interventions are also described. [Service delivery practices/intervention strategies]

Rosenkoetter, S. E., & Squires, S. (2000). Writing outcomes that make a difference for children and families. Young Exceptional Children, 4(1), 2-8.

This article describes a thinking process that can lead to meaningful Individualized Education Family Plan outcome statements for young children with disabilities.  It offers questions for families and service providers to use to evaluate the outcome statements they craft together and describes some types of outcomes that do make a difference. [Service delivery practices/intervention strategies]

Rush, D.D. (2000). Perspective. Infants and Young Children, 13(2), vi-ix.

A speech-language pathologist’s experience entering the field of early intervention; making the shift from providing clinic-based services to assisting families and caregivers with their routines of everyday life.

Shelden, M. L., & Rush, D. D. (2001). The ten myths about providing early intervention services in natural environments. Infants and Young Children, 14(1), 1-13.

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) has always contained the provision that early intervention services for eligible infants, toddlers, and their families be provided in natural environments.  The reemphasis on natural environments in the 1997 reauthorization of the IDEA, however, has caused states and early intervention programs to increase efforts to ensure that Part C services provide and support learning experiences within the context of the child’s family and community.  This emphasis on natural environments and, in some cases, the move away from segregated, clinic-based service delivery models have been challenging.  This article presents 10 common myths about service delivery in natural environments and the literature available to refute them. [Service delivery practices/intervention strategies]

Vacca, J., & Feinberg, E. (2000). Why can’t families be more like us? Henry Higgins confronts Eliza Doolittle in the world of early intervention. Infants and Young Children, 13(1), 40-48.

Working with families in natural environments requires clinicians to consider new strategies that ensure the development of genuine partnerships with families.  However, there are times when families present with challenges based on their own past experiences with well-intentioned programs and what appears to be disinterest in the services offered by the early intervention system. Practical guidelines are offered to foster effective collaborations between early intervention clinicians and families. [Service delivery practices/intervention strategies; Teaming/collaboration/consultation]

State Guidance:

A Guidebook to Early Intervention Supports and Services in Everyday Routines, Activities and Places in Colorado - Colorado

http://www.cde.state.co.us/earlychildhoodconnections/pdf/Guidebook.pdf
Service Delivery Policy and Guidance - Florida

http://www.cms-kids.com/EarlySteps/EarlyStepsPolicy.pdf
Natural Environments - Technical assistance document from New Mexico

http://www.health.state.nm.us/ltsd/fit/pdf%5Cnatenv.pdf
Individualized Part C Early Intervention in Every-day Routines, Activities and Places Supports and Services - Guidance document from Virginia

http://www.infantva.org/documents/pr-IndividualizedSupportsandServices.pdf
Other Materials:

American Academy of Pediatrics

Policy Statement

Pediatrics, Vol. 104, Number 1, July 1999, pp124-127.

http://aappolicy.aappublications.org/cgi/content/full/pediatrics;104/1/124?fulltext=Individualized+Family+Service+Plan&searchid=QID_NOT_SET
American Physical Therapy Association

Early Intervention Services: Natural Learning Environments

Section on Pediatrics, 2001


http://www.apta.org
American Speech-Language Hearing Association

Preferred Practice Patterns for the Profession of Speech-Language pathology 

Fundamental Components and Guiding Principles

http://www.asha.org/NR/rdonlyres/C589BA8F-5931-48AA-8E02-59CF989DC01F/0/v1PPPSLP.pdf
The Division for Early Childhood

DEC Position on Services for Children Birth to Age Eight with Special Needs and Their Families

Reaffirmed: July 1998


http://www.dec-sped.org/
IDEA Infant and Toddler Coordinators Association

Position Paper on the Provision of Early Intervention Services in Accordance with Federal Requirements on Natural Environments

http://www.ideainfanttoddler.org/position.pdf
The Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP). ERIC EC Digest #E605. Author: Mary Beth Bruder, December 2000

http://www.kidneeds.com/diagnostic_categories/articles/indivfamilyserviceplan.htm
Project TaCTICS Web page on Natural Environments.  Scroll down to the following links: 1)The Home field Advantage in Early Intervention and 2) Day in the Life of Katie.

http://tactics.fsu.edu/goals.html
Increasing Children’s Learning Opportunities in the Context of Family and Community Life

Carl J. Dunst, PhD and Mary Beth Bruder, PhD.

Everyday Children’s Learning Opportunities Institute.  Children’s Learning Opportunities Report, 1999, Volume 1, Number 1.

http://www.everydaylearning.info/lov1-1.php
Family and Community Activity Settings, natural Learning Environments, and Children’s Learning Opportunities. Carl J. Dunst, PhD and Mary Beth Bruder, PhD.

Everyday Children’s Learning Opportunities Institute.  Children’s Learning Opportunities Report, 1999, Volume 1, Number 2.

 http://www.everydaylearning.info/lov1-2.php
Family Life as Resources of Children’s Learning Opportunities

Carl J. Dunst, PhD and Mary Beth Bruder, PhD.

Everyday Children’s Learning Opportunities Institute.  Children’s Learning Opportunities Report, 1999, Volume 1, Number 3.

http://www.everydaylearning.info/lov1-3.php
McWilliam, R. A. (2001). Scale of early intervention goal functionality. Frank Porter Graham Child Development Center, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, NC. 

http://64.233.187.104/search?q=cache:NYXpfAkZ2cAJ:www.fpg.unc.edu/~inclusion/Instruments/McWilliam_Scale_of_Early_Intervention_Goal_Functionality.doc+scale+of+early+intervention+goal+functionality&hl=en
McWilliam, R.A. (In press). Home-Based Services.  To appear in M. Wolery, R.A. McWilliam, & D.B. Bailey, Jr., Teaching infants and preschoolers with disabilities (3rd edition). Columbus, OH: Merrill.

Enhancing Services in Natural Environments Conference Call Series.  Web-based conference calls sponsored by the OSEP

Part C Settings Community of Practice.  


http://www.nectac.org/~calls/2004/partcsettings/partcsettings.asp
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