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Communication and Language In
Children with ASD

An overview of what families and other team members shot
know aboutearly indicatorsongoing challenges
strategies to promote language in everyday activities
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Objectives frash

|dentify:

communication and language skills often seen in
children with ASD

commonreceptive languagaeeds and facilitating
strategies for everyday activities

commonexpressive languageeeds and facilitating
strategies for every day activities

helpful resources
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AGENDA
Communication & Language in Children with AS

A Overview of communication & language

A Receptive language characteristics
Facilitating comprehensioqstrategies for getting started

A Expressive language characteristics

Facilitating expressive languagstrategies for getting
started
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OVERVIEW OF COMMUNICATI
AND LANGUAGE



Introduction

To communicate, we have to:

comprehend language

express language

to interact with others K -
D
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Typical development = learning to
comprehend language that is verbal and nonver
express language verbally and nonverbally
in order to communicate with others
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Children with ASD commonly have deficits affecting most
aspects of communication but these vary from child to chilc
no 2 children learn exactly the same way
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FromTalkability Sussman2006,HanenProgram, p. 3

©Hanen Early Language Program, 2006. Adapted fii@tkAbilityt Sdssman2006), eHanen
Centre publication.No further copying or reproduction permitted without written permission
from TheHanenCentre.

Visual Learner: Verbal Learner
Speaks like an adult
Has a good vocabulary

Likes puzzles

Likes1a-dae o Eapsa e idra g
Enjoys building with blocks Interested in (e.g.names of
or Legos countries, dinosaurs or

action heroes

SRS S Likestotalk 6 2 dzli & K I

(e.g., knows route to _ going on now or what
az2YS2ySQa K2dzaS happened inthe past
Likes to watch game shows Sometimes uses memorized

ph rases or sentences

: Often initiates
Likes books conversations

Can read some words Likes conversations that he
initiates

that use letters
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FromTalkability Sussman2006,HanenProgram, p. 12

©Hanen Early Language Program, 2006. Adapted fii@tkAbilityt Sdssman2006), eHanen
Centre publication.No further copying or reproduction permitted without written permission
from TheHanenCentre.

| ask my child a lot of questions yes/no
| often tell my child what to do or say yes/no
| decide what my child and | will play or talk about yes/no
| let my child choose the games we play yes/no
| talk about what my child wants to talk about yes/no
| speak softly when | talk to my child yes/no
| speak loudly when | talk to my child yes/no
| am very animated when | talk to my child yes/no

| like to play quiet games, like board games, with my chik/no
| like to play rough and tumble games with my child  yes/no



When we meet children who later go on to
have diagnoses of ASD, what might their
communication look like?

¥



It can be easy to miss a child witl
autism

/’

Impairment in
Social Interaction

Repetitive
Behaviors &
Fixated
Interests
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““Communication and language characteristics
commonly seen include: ‘iﬁ‘
= AN

Lack of or reduced joint attentionoften do not
communicate in order to share focus and interact with
others

results in delays and differences in language
development in children with ASD

use language most often to communicate wants and
needs (by requesting or protesting)

Paul, 2007; ASHA, 2006
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Characteristics (continued):

Difficulty with specific language and related
skills can affect other skills, like:

understanding verbal and nonverbal communication
using verbal and nonverbal communication
literacy skills

the ability to problem solve and self monitor geal
directed behavior

higher level or symbolic play

ASHA, 2006
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Characteristics (continued):

Differences and delays gpecific component®f receptive
and expressive languagespecially in:

- Semanticgcontent or meaning), involving:

knowledge olvocabulary

ability to express and understamminceptsabout
objects and events, anglationsamong these objects
and events

Paul, 2007; ASHA, 2006
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~ Characteristics (continued):

Pragmatic€language understood or used for social
communication) involving:

- using language for various purposescommunicative
intents(e.g., to comment, ask, direct, share, take
turns, converse)

- discourse skill&urn-taking, topic maintenance, topic
change) and

Paul, 2007; ASHA, 2006
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Characteristics (continued):

When speech is presentralative strength is usually
SELINbaaA@dS flFy3dzr IS aF2NY

May use sentence structures and grammar at a higher
level than understanding of words used

Form(syntax, morphology, and phonology):
grammar or sounds produced in words

Paul, 2007
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Characteristics (continued):

Expressive language often includesnediate or
delayed echolalia

Speech usually hasusual intonation, pitch, rate,
rhythm, volume, and other differences

Paul, 2007




7\,

-

Characteristics (continued):

—

Nonverbal children with ASD:

may not develop intelligible speech, or may
develop speech at a slower rate than peers

typically do not spontaneously replace speech
with communicative gestures and pointing, and

use fewer conventional gestures and fewer
pointing than typically developing peers

Paul, 2007



Early or subtle communication

Recognize how and what your child communicateso we can
reinforce that!
Ways your child may communicate

crying giving things to you

smiling showing things to you

laughing shaking head “no”

turning away waving “bye bye”

making vowel sounds (like “aahh,” “eeee”) making consenant and vowel sounds (like “bah bah”)

looking at you with gestures

copying the sounds you make pantemiming part of a routine acting out what they are saying
using facial expressions using sounds that stand for words

reaching using words

pointing combining words together
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From Wetherby (ASHA, 2009) 5&”%

Red Flags of Autism Spectrum Diso '3°-1};
and Developmental Dela is '

Impairment in Social Interaction Impairment in Communication
Inappropriate gaze Lack of showing

Lack of warm, joyful expressions Lack of pointing

Lack of sharing interests Unusual prosody

Lack of response to contextual cues Lack of Communicative consonants
Lack of response to name LaAy3a LISNE2YyQa KIy

Lack of coordination of nonverbal
communication
Repetitive Behavior & Fixated Interests Emotional Regulation

Repetitive movements with objects Distress over removing objects
Repetitive movements or posturing of bodjfficulty calming when distressed
Lack of playing with variety of toys Abrupt shifts in emotional states
Unusual sensory exploration Unresponsive to interactions

Excessive interest in particular toys
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Who We Are

Concerns About
A Child

Our Mission

irst Signs is dedicated to educating
parents and professionals about the
early warning signs of autism and
related disorders.

With developmental, behavioral and
learning disabilities on the rise, there is
much that remains poorly understood,
from cause to cure. However, there is
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Identify early worning signs
with First Signs products. ewe ourwone

ASD Video Glossary | In Your State | Research | Resources | Products

Screening

Diagnasis &
Treatment

What's new and worth knowing about...

Just released: The First Year®: Autism Spectrum Disorders:
An Essential Guide for the Newly Diagnosed Child. by founder
and president, Nancy D. Wiseman (Da Capo Press, 2009).

[Read more information and reviews | Read an excerpt | Read the
Table of Contents | Order online]

Special offer now through January 2010. Order a First Signs
Screening Kit, receive a 23% discount, and a complimentary copy
of the book, The First Year: Autism Spectrum Disorders: An
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Overview

Social Interaction

Once children learn to use functional spoken words and form sentences, they learn to initiate and sustain
conversation about a shared topic over many exchanges of tuns. The ability to initiate and maintain a
conversation begins with joint attention on objects and events and social reciprocity. Infants first learn to exchange
turns and coordinate attention during social games, such as peek-a-boo, looking at books, or playing with toys.
During these early social activities children leamn to follow the attentional focus of others as well as draw others'
attention to things that are interesting. This back and forth sharing is foundational for conversation. Because of the

Repetitive Behaviorsand  Regulatory and Sensory
Restricted Interests Systems

Expressive and Receptive Language  Conversation Repetitive Language Make Believe Play

v TYPICAL

Typical child at 27 months has good use of gestures and
eye gaze, easily initiates a conversation with his mom and

the clinician, and he is beginning to learm how to sustain
tha ranvarsation Fuan thainh ha ie anhi 27 manthe v

BStartl (v 2 Microsoft Office ... vl k] module 3 lesson 1 for I & 3 Internet Explorer ~ |)2 Windows Explorer v| @

v RED FLAGS FOR ASD

Initiating and Sustaining
Conversation

L &R: Copyright © 2008 by Florida Stats
University. All rights reeerved.
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Child with ASD at 3 years is initiating conversation, but
she is not responding to comments made by the clinician.
In addition, she is very repetitive and rarely directs eye

naza ta tha clinician
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- Educational Resources:
Print

FREE Resource Kits
Health Professionals
Parents
Early Educators
Outreach

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Your Onin Source for Credtie Hedlth ntormasion

www.cdc.gov/actearly
Of AO]l 2y AGCNBS a
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http://www.cdc.gov/actearly

alth Care Professional

Developmental Screening
FACT SHEET

Important Milestones

Some signs of Sorms are nol sa obrious.
By The End Of 2 Years (24 Months)

development aro obvious.  Algunas 1o son fan obvias.
Algunas muestras del
desarolle son obvies,
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It's ﬁme to change how we view a child’s growth.
Lo the Signs. Act Early.

Stand with 200 Set of 15 Fact Sheets Small Posters (3)
Informational (Milestones by Age; Disability
Cards Facts; Screening & Resources)

Packaged in sealed white
o X Q3o brgvx)
approximately 4 Ibs.
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It's time fo change
how we view d child's growth.

To racpnct & FREE kit

it waew.ede gov/actearly. C D " R O M

| now we vie¥ - A Fact sheets
r—— A Milestones

Flyers for ¢ checklists
Parents (50) A Tips for talking

www.cde gov/acteary

0 parents

Small Posters (3
Growth Charts ®)

®3)

Packaged in sealed white
9x126 envel ope
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Resource kits (all materials double
sided with English on one side,
Spanish on the other)

- Website¢ www.cdc.gov/pronto
- 1-800-CDGNFO

26
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