
The University of South Carolina School of Medicine 

invites you to an author book signing and lecture 

Tuesday October 14, 2014 – 5:00 – 6:30 PM 

School of Medicine Library, 6311 Garners Ferry Rd, Building 101 

Asylum Doctor: James Woods Babcock  

and the Red Plague of Pellagra  
 
376 pages, 89 b & w illus., $34.95 

 

A biography of an unsung South Carolinian’s role in 

responding to a deadly scourge, told against the 

backdrop of mental health history. 

 

Book signing and reception 

5:00 – 6:00 PM 

 

Lecture – “Columbia’s Greatest Medical Mystery” 

    6:00 – 6:30 PM  
  
                

  

 

"A beautifully written, erudite, deeply human story of a flawed hero. 

Bryan presents Babcock as modest, talented, goodhearted, and 

dedicated to medicine but ill-equipped to deal with the politics of 

running an asylum, and overly reticent about his role in the evolving 

history of pellagra. The reader is quickly absorbed in fights about 

money, medical science, asylum management, and the fates of the 

various participants involved. A tour de force.” 

 

Rosemary A. Stevens, author of American Medicine and the Public 

Interest and In Sickness and in Wealth: American Hospitals in the 

Twentieth Century 

CHARLES S. BRYAN is the Heyward Gibbes 

Distinguished Professor of Internal Medicine Emeritus 

at the University of South Carolina School of 

Medicine. His extensive publications deal mainly with 

infectious diseases, medical history, and medical 

biography. He is a Master of the American College of 

Physicians and a recipient of the Order of the Palmetto. 


