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Asthma is a complex respiratory disease whose incidence has increased worldwide in the last decade. Currently there
is no cure for asthma. Although bronchodilator and anti-inflammatory medications are effective medicines in some
asthmatic patients, itis clear that an unmet therapeutic need persists for a subpopulation of individuals with severe
asthrma. This chronic lung disease is characterized by aiflow limitation, lung inflammation, and rermodeling that
includes increased ainway smooth muscle ASM) mass. In addition to its contractile propedies, the ASM alsa
contributes to the inflammatory process by producing active mediatars, which modify the extracellular matrix
camposition and interact with inflammatary cells, These undesirable functions make interventions aimed at reducing
ASM abundance an attractive strategy for novel asthma therapies. The following three mechanisms could limit the
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